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"SHIT 0 MDIA AND BY TH(IR fRI(NOS, fAMili(S ... " 
place at the Hogrock 
- literally the middle o· -
to the people who go "= 
grabs you (besides the ;a,a: 

hatchetrnan' tattoos - ~ 
unconventional dress ~ - overwhelming 
sense of togetherness = ~ce. There's 
a warming, us-against-'-=--- """" ·£),here. 
If you've seen the Clhoe 3.:..~ f:m . 'ightbreed 
(or read the source n<n::l - - here all of the 
world's monsters hide ~ -·~=-..,.,.."'" 
called Midian, it's a li :: 
a whole Iotta Glastonb 

who they are, whether .:.a: s - m painting their 
faces or walking arouru:: --na,·ed," says Cronin. 

"Juggalos really look forward to this festival. 
They get shit on by the media and by their 
friends, families, fellow students and colleagues 
who can 't understand why they' re into this - but 
for those five days, everyone accepts them. It's 
a place that they can let their freak flags fly high." 

CLOWNING AROUND 
The Gathering is put on by the Insane Clown 
Posse and their label Psychopathic Records, 
and has no corporate sponsorship or branding 
whatsoever. In many respects, the Insane 
Clown Posse themselves are the ultimate 
Bizarre band - even if you detest their music. 
They're a cultural enigma; a pantomime horror 
hip-hop duo with flamboyant dress sense, who 
have formed their own wrestling organisation, 
the appropriately-called Juggalo Championship 
Wrestling (JCW), are involved in various 

charity campaigns, and divide opinion 
quicker than a shipment of Marmite. Their 
music is not so much critically panned as 
utterly reviled, yet they have also sold millions 
of records. More significantly, they've single
handedly created their own outsider subculture 
- thus why we have The Gathering festival. 
No other musical act in the world can stake 
that claim. 

You only need to watch ICP's video for 
their 2009 song 'Miracles' to understand what 
makes these boys tick. Unlike the angsty-clown
orchestrated violence of earlier tracks, this song 
celebrates how beautiful our world is. It's blessed 
with a heart the size of the sun, yet also contains 
lyrics so laughably ludicrous ("fuckin ' magnets, 
how do they work? ") that you can't help but 
snigger and question its sincerity. But that 
video has had more than 12m You Tube hits. -7 
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The irony isn't lost on Cronin that there is 
a clearly voyeuristic element to his gripping portrait 
shots. Some of the pictures, it could 
be argued, support some of the mainstream 
preconceptions and stereotypes of the Juggalos. But 
behind every painted face is a story, and that's what 
Cronin hoped to capture; he wanted to show that 
these are real people coming together and striving 
for a great time. 

"I realise there are people who will gawk 
at this work and it's tough for me," he says. 
"I took those photos from a caring perspective, 
and I find myself getting defensive over Juggalos 
and their culture. Once you read the book's 
foreword or research them more, you'll realise 
these are everyday people who happen to enjoy 

painting their faces. Someone might laugh at 
one guy's appearance, but that one guy may 
have offered me a bottle of water because 
I was carrying a giant camera around all day 
in 95-degrees heat and was really thirsty. These 
are real people with real stories behind them. 
Of course, there's a dichotomy in taking these 
photos but also trying to get people to appreciate 
The Gathering a little more. In the US especially, 
people like to look at photos of Juggalos and 
sit back and laugh. But the Juggalos see The 
Gathering as a safe haven to not be judged 
and to do what they want." 

Cronin observes that the average age group 
for the Juggalos is 18-30, with a demographic 
predominately based around Midwest America, 

close to ICP's hometown of Detroit, Michigan, 
but there are also J uggalos into their 40s and 
50s, and a tiny few who jet over from Europe for 
the festivities (that figure is steadily growing). 
Again, Cronin makes the point that the outside 
world's perception of them is skewed. "Contrary 
to the average American view of Juggalos being 
drug addicts and uneducated kids from the 
Midwest, you'll also find Juggalos who are 
successful college students or people holding 
down successful jobs," he says. "I consider the 
Juggalo subculture to be very similar to punk 
rock. These people feel like outcasts, but instead 
of being handed a Sex Pistols CD, someone's 
handed them an Insane Clown Posse record 
and they've identified with that. They've also -7 
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become a tight-knit group who watch out for 
each other, which is something I don' t think 
you always find in other music subcultures." 

If it's a cheap preconception to dismiss 
Juggalos as "white trash ", it's probably a major 
misconception to fear them all as menacing 
outlaws, creating ~avoc in the wilderness and 
likely to nab the hubcaps on your Honda Civic. 

Since the first Gathering in 2000, the festival 
has earned a reputation as one of the most 
controversial festivals in the world. True, it has 
had its share of dramas; in 2001 the main stage 
collapsed after too many fans rushed it, and in 
2003 the police tried to stop J uggalettes from 
showing their breasts, which resulted in a riot 
- at least according to Wikipedia. But their 
current residence at Hogrock Campgrounds is 
on private soil, meaning that the police aren't 
allowed entry unless invited or specifically called 
for help. And it seems their services haven't been 
needed. Instead, Psychopathic Records provide 
their own security. And if you can overlook 
reports of Playboy model Tila Tequila trying to get 
the festival shut down after she was 'bottled' in 
2010, there hasn't been much trouble reported. 

Cronin refers back again to that warming 
sense of camaraderie, the overriding message 
in his photographic project. Everyone here loves 
each other. That's the point of being a Juggalo ... 

"During the three years I was there, I never 
saw any fights ," says the photographer. "If there 
was ever some kind of tension simmering, then 
everyone just started chanting 'FAM-ER-LEE, 
FAM-ER-LEE, FAM-ER-LEE .. .', and all the people 
involved calmed down and went back to having 
a great time. The Juggalos call themselves 
'The Family'. And that's exactly what it is." 4D 
For more arresting portrait shots of the always-put-down-but
never-defeated Juggalos, The Gathering Of The Jugga/os by 
Daniel Cronin, with a foreword by Camille Dodero, is available 
now, published by Prestel Publishing. Go get a copy, folks! 
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